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The Dante 


Six hundred years ago, Dante Alighieri, poet, 
patriot, died unsung and in dis- 
grace in Ravenna, Italy, denied then the last 
privilege of burial in the town that saw his 
birth. Today, the whole world unites in a 
memorial celebration to the creator of the 
Divine Comedy, and 
Florence, his native 
city, after centuries of 
remorse, still strives to 
atone for her neglect 
of old. 

Italy looks to Dante 

as the one who wrought 
from the Latin the 
tongue she now speaks 
and, through the med- 
ium of this new tongue 
and the Commedia, pre- 
served the unity of a 
great people through 
centuries of obscurity. 
The world at large 
looks to Dante as one 
who has bequeathed to 
it not only an imperish- 
able epic of the triumph 
of the soul over evil, 
but also an epic which 
gives a most illuminat- 
ing presentation of me- 
dieval thought in al- 
most every field of 
human knowledge. 

The Department of 
Education is taking offi- 
cial cognizance of the Dante 
devoting the major part of the closing session 
of the annual Convocation to addresses com- 
memorative of the life and work of the great 
Florentine. Regent James Byrne is to speak 
on “The Dante Year,” and the Countess Irene 
di Robilant, of the Italy American Society, 
New York, will speak on “ The Politica] Faith 
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In New York City, particularly, 
women of letters have planned a 
events that will last through the 


men 

series of 

autumn. 

While the study of Dante, as a part of the 

English work in the public schools, is not re- 
quired, it is probable 
that many schools make 
use of the Divine 
Comedy, or parts of it, 
in supplementary read- 
ing courses in the high 
school work. Fre- 
quently private schools 
use it in grades corre- 
sponding to the eleventh 
and twelfth. 

In order that such 
schools may have a part 
in the world celebra- 
tion, the Rt. Rev. Mgr. 
J. T. Slattery, of 
Watervliet, a recog- 
nized authority on” 
Dante, has suggested a 
program for the schools, 
somewhat as follows: 

Essay, “Dante and 
His Time” 

Essay, “ Biography of 
Dante ” 

Essay, 
Beatrice ” 

Reading, Longfellov’’s 
Introduction to the Di- 
vine Comedy 

“A Resume of The Inferno” 
to be given in 


“Dante and 


Essay, 
Stories from The Inferno, 
the words of the pupil: 
a The Dark Wood, 

» The Fair Meadow, 

c Francesca da Rimini, canto V, 

d Ulysses, canto XXVI, 76-142 

e Ugolino and Tower of Famine, 

XXXII, . 1-75 


canto I 
canto IV 
73-142 


canto 
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Essay, “ Resume of Purgatorio” 
Stories from the Purgatorio in words of the 
pupil : 
a The Angel and the Boat, canto II, 10-133 
b The Lazy Florentine, canto IV, 103-135 
c Virgil and Sordello, canto VII, 1-136 
d The Gate and the Angel, canto, IX, 49- 
146 
e The Divine Pageant, canto XXIX, 52- 
154 
Essay, “ Resume of Paradiso” 
Stories from Paradiso: 
a The Spirits in the Moon, canto III, 7- 
19; 64-123 
b Three Great Saints, canto X and XI 
c A Crusader, canto XVI, 34-154 
d The Highest Heaven, canto XXX 
If it is desirable to have Verdi's 
Pater Noster, and other verses of Dante set 
to music by Verdi, may be used. 


music, 
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Teachers Conferences 


Specialists of the Department of Education 
have been busy this month and will be busy 
for several weeks with teachers conferences in 
the various counties. Many of these meetings 
have lasted two days and a few have been 
three-day sessions. Heads of various phases 
of educational work are thus enabled to meet 
directly with the teachers and explain to them 
just what is required by the different syllabuses 
and to outline the and most efficacious 
methods of obtaining the results desired. 

Teachers of Green county met at Windham, 
of Sullivan county at Liberty, of Columbia 
county at Hudson, of Fulton county at Glovers- 
ville, of Seneca county at Ovid and Waterloo, 
during the week of October 3-7. W. A. Hol- 
comb, assistant director of the Examinations 
and Inspections Division, attended several of 
these conferences and E. B. Richards and Mrs 
Emogene Simons, specialists in English; Dr 
Charles N. Cobb, physical science; E. C. Smith, 
history; Miss Harriett Knapp, drawing; Rus- 
sell Carter, music; Dr W. R. Price, modern 
languages; Eugene Seymour, mathematics; 
Daniel Chase, E. A. Bauer and W. W. M. 
Mustaine, physical education, were called in 
consultation at various places. 

Other conferences have been announced at 
Lowville, Lewis county, Morrisville, Madison 
county, Port Leyden, Lewis county, Harpurs- 
ville, Broome county, Nyack, Rockland county. 
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Courses in Music 


The State recognizes the value of music in 
the schools by recommending that seventy-five 
minutes a week be given to its instruction in the 
elementary providing for four 
courses in it in the high schools; by making 
provision for the accrediting of instrumental 
instruction and practice outside the schools; by 
employing the services of a specialist in music 
who may assist and advise the superintendents, 
principals and teachers in the problems incident 
to musical instruction. 


schools ; by 


“The day has passed in which the American 
people looked upon music as a mere pastime,” 
says Russell Carter, who directs the work in 
music for the State Department. “Its cultural 
and intellectual values have been admitted by 
our leading educators. How many of us con- 
sider its vocational value? A large number of 
our boys and girls are enabled to remain in high 
school and college only because of the money 
which they earn in playing in orchestras. In 
the majority of cases their first interest in 
orchestral work was gained through member- 
ship in a high school orchestra.” 


— o- 


Studies of Washington and Scott 


The Visual Instruction Division announces a 
new edition of List 8 of slides and photographs 
on George Washington. This list has been ex- 
tended from 62 to 135 titles, grouped into two 
main studies, Washington’s private life and his 
public career. There are some useful maps in 
the collection and the pictures have been se- 
lected for their significance, authenticity and 
good quality. This material has been prepared 
with special reference to daily classroom work. 
It covers not only the life of Washington but 
to a considerable extent colonial life in Virginia, 
the struggle of the French and English for the 
Mississippi valley, the problems and years of 
the Revolution and the beginnings of our 
national life. The list includes a_ selected 
bibliography and unusually full study notes. 

A new edition of List 16, Sir Walter Scott 
and His Works, has also been issued. A few 
additional titles are announced, notes have been 
revised and extended and a brief discussion of 
the purposes of pictures in studying Scott has 
been added. 

No general distribution is made of these lists 
but any school may receive them on request. 
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Convocation Program 


The complete program of the fifty-seventh 
University Convocation, to be held in the State 
Education Building October 20th and 21st, is as 


follows: 


Thursday, October 20th, 2.30 p. m. 


Registration of delegates — Education Building 


Thursday, October 20th, 8.15 p. m. 
Convocation convenes 
Tue Honorasite Cuester S. Lorp LL.D., 
Chancellor of the University of the State 
of New York, presiding 
Invocation 
Cuartes ALEXANDER RicumMonp LL.D. 
Chancellor, Union University 
Chancellor’s Annual Address and Presentation 
of Frank Pierrepont Graves LL.D., as 
President of the University and Commis- 
sioner of Education 
Tue Honoras_e Cuester S. Lorp 
Inaugural Address 
PRESIDENT FRANK PIERREPONT GRAVES 
Address 
NicnoLtas Murray Butrer LL.D. 
President, Columbia University 


Thursday, October 20th, 10 p. m. 
Reception in the Rotunda, tendered by the Board 


of Regents to guests and delegates 


Friday, October 21st, 9.15 a. m. 

Tue Honoraste Ave.sert Moor LL.D., Vice 
Chancellor of the University, presiding 
“What Education Means to America ” 

Lotus D. CorrmMan Ph.D. 
President, University of Minnesota 


Address : 


Discussion led by 
Freperick C. Ferry LL.D. 
President, Hamilton College 
ALrert Lronarp Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools, New Rochelle 
Address: “ Principles Determining the Content 
of the High School Course” 
ALEXANDER InGiis Ph.D. 


Graduate School of Education, Harvard 


University 


Discussion led by 


Joun H. Densicn Ph.D. 


Principal, Packer Collegiate Institute, Brooklyn 


SHERMAN L. Howe B.A. 
President, Associated Academic Principals, 


Carthage 


Friday, October 21st, 2.30 p. m. 


Tue Honorasce JAmMes Byrne LL.D., Regent 


of the University, presiding 


Address: “The Desirability of State Appro- 


priations for F-ducation as an Investment” 
Louis Marsuatt LL.D 
New York City 
Discussion led by 
Mark GRAVES 
Research Director, State Board of Estimate 
and Control 
Frank D. Boynton Pd.D. 
Superintendent of Schools, Ithaca 
Address: “ The Problem for the Rural School ” 
Hon. Ernest W. Burtrerrietp LL.D. 
Commissioner of Education, State of New 
Hampshire 
Discussion led by 
Grorce M. Witey LL.D. 
Assistant Commissioner for Elementary 
Education, State of New York 
WituiaM E. Pierce 
District Superintendent of Schools, Erie County 


Friday, October 21st, 8.15 p. m. 
Tue Honoras_e Cuaries B. ALEXANDER LL.D. 
Regent of the University, presiding 
Address: “ The Dante Year” 
Tue Honorasce JAMEs Byrne LL.D. 
Address: “ The Political Faith of Dante” 
Countess IRENE DI RoBILANT 
Associate Manager, Italy American Society, 
New York City 
Address: “The Underlying Causes — Eco- 
nomic, Social, Political and Educational — 
Responsible for Present Conditions in 
Russia ” 
Tue Honoraste Baron Sercius A. Korrr 
Washington, D. C. 
Conferring of honorary degrees 
Brief addresses by the recipients of such 
degrees 
Benediction : 
Tue Reverenn Joun J. Wynne S.J. 
New York City 
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Rural School Survey 


Preliminary reports were received from ex- 


perts, based on their examination of schools, 
at the mecting of the Committee of Twenty- 
one, in Utica, the last week of September. 


This session was in conjunction with a gather- 
ing of the representatives of rural communities 
who had suggest to the 
mittee and its experts ways in which the rural 


been invited to com- 


school system of New York State might be 
improved. 
Commissioner Frank FP. Graves addressed 


the joint conference, outlining the problems 


which he has found must be solved. 

“Two essential things,” he said, “are the 
matter of a wider unit to get more support 
and the necessity for having a more sensibl 


form of state subsidy to equalize every district 


in the State. I do not believe the country 


girl and the country boy are getting a square 


deal now. They ought to have the same op- 


portunity as the ‘boys and girls in the cities. 


It is a most fortunate thing at this time that 


we have the Committee of Twenty-one to ap- 
proach the subject in a scient careful, un- 
prejudiced way.” 

rural 


Dr Julian FE. Butterworth, fessor of 


Cornell University, 


schools in the course of his in- 


education at who has 
1200 


vestigation, declared that few 


visited 
S¢ h ol | uildings, 


especially of the one-teacher type, come up to 


the standards which he has set for efficiency. 
He deprecated the 
many, that 


visited had been built 


construction of 
those he 
1845 and only 


type and 


declaring one-eighth of 


before 
about 7 per cent of them since 1895. He found 


schools equipped with obsolete types of seats 
and heating apparatus and censured generally 


heating and ventilation. 

Dr Harlan Updeg 
Pennsylvania, studying especially school financ- 
declared that 


He said 


the University of 


rati ot 


ing in the rural communities, 


methods of taxation must be revised 


that he found one school district in Delaware 
county where the tax rate was 50 cents a thou- 
sand and another in the same county with a 


rate of $119. 
Dr C. H. Judd, of the University of Chicago, 


intimated that the Committee of Twenty-one 
will propose a new plan for rural school 
supervision to the Legislature. 

The committee adjourned for about one 
month when it is expected to receive a final, 
comprehensive report from its experts, and 
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therefrom draft its own formal report to be 
submitted to the next Legislature. It is de- 


that embodying the various 


stressed by 


clared measures 


the investigators will be in- 


points 
troduced this coming winter with the hope of 


having the reconstruction of the rural school 


system of the State well under way within 


another year. 


a 


Child Welfare Commission 


It will be 


1919 University Convocation there was held a 


recalled that in connection with the 
conference on child welfare. As an outcome of 
this conference and of the work of a special 
committee appointed by it to recommend legisla- 
tion, a bill was passed by the 1920 Legislature 
and signed by the Governor establishing a state 
commission to examine laws relating to child 
ae 


welfare. The duties of this commission in the 


terms of the act are “to collect and study the 


laws relating to child welfare, investigate and 
study the operation and effect of such laws upon 
children, ascertain any overlapping and dupli- 
cation of laws and of the activities of any pub- 
lic office, department or commission thereunder 
and make recommendations to the Legislature 
deem 
The 


commission has all the power of a legislative 


of remedial legislation which it may 


proper as the result of its investigations.” 


committee and is to report to the Legislature 
annually. 

As each of the state departments administer- 
ing laws affecting children was authorized to 
designate a representative to serve on the com- 
mission, the Commissioner of Education has ap- 
pointed Dr Frank B. Gilbert, Deputy Commis- 


he State Department of 


represent the 
The 


under 


sioner, to 


Education work of the commission has 


been divided subcommittees which will 


consider various phases of the subject, and Doc- 


tor Gilbert has been named chairman of the 
committee on education. 

It is expected that the commission will give 
field to such 


continuation 


its attention in the educational 


topics as compulsory education, 
school legislation and the new law regarding 
working papers for children. Recommendations 
from school officials regarding these topics or 
any others relating to education will be wel- 
comed .by the commission and should be sent to 


Doctk r Gilbe rt. 


a 


~~ 
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Educational Tests 

So many requests have come to the Depart- 
ment for help in applying standard intelligence 
tests and ratings in the schools of the State, that 
eight conferences for district superintendents 
have been arranged by Doctor Morrison, special- 
ist in educational measurements, to take place 
this month and next. More than 120 district 
superintendents have signified their intention of 
attending. 

During the last year standard educational test 
have been used, with the cooperation of the 
State Department, in Akron, Albany, Attica, 
Beacon, two schools in Buffalo, Carthage, 
Churchville, Depew, East Rochester, Fairport, 
Hamburg, Hilton, Honeoye Falls, Irondequoit, 
Lancaster, Ontario, Orchard Park, Penfield, 
Pittsford, Potsdam, Rush, Rye, Saratoga, Sche- 
nectady, Sea Cliff, nineteen one-room and two- 
room schools in Seneca county, Ticonderoga 
Webster, West Seneca and Williamson. 

In addition to this work, the Department has 
made surveys in the schools of Niagara Falls, 
Elmira, Whitehall and Lockport. Many of the 


schools have made good use of the results o 


the measurement of pupil achievement and abil- 
ity conducted by the survey committee 

\ letter from the Department to the district 
superintendents, asking them in which subjects 


they would be interested particularly, as a basis 
or a testing program, elicited the fact that most 
of the school officials desire tests for reading 
and arithmetic. The conferences arranged by 
Doctor Morrison will be devoted to intensive 
study of tests to be used. This study will in- 
clude demonstration tests in the local school 
methods of scoring papers and tabulating re- 
sults, with special emphasis to be laid on the use 
to be made of test data in improving class in- 
struction. 

The conference program follows: 

Buffalo Normal School, October 31-—Novem 
ber 1. 

Brockport Normal School, November 2-3 

State Education Building, Albany, Novem- 
ber 7-8 

New Paltz Normal School, November 9-10 

Cortland Normal School, November 14-16 

Potsdam Normal Schcol, November 17-18 

Plattsburg Normal School, November 29-30 

One of the conferences was held October 10th 
and 11th at Oneonta 


a signal success. 


‘ 


Normal School and proved 
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National Speech Week 

With “ Not How Much We Speak, but How 
Well” as one of its mottoes, National Ameri- 
can speech week will be observed the country 
over, November 6-12, and the schools of New 
York State are urged to participate in this 
movement, which originated with the National 
Council of Teachers of English in 1915, and 
has gained in strength with each succeeding 
yeal 
The purposes of “speech week” have been 


outlined as follows: to develop respect and 





day when all Americans 


to counteract the vulgarizi 





bad English of the stre 


the part of every individual to speak as well as 


clear, forceful and pleasing English. 
It has been suggested that the campaign may 


+ 


be related to the various localities and intere 
best aroused by the use of some of these de 


vices: posters, executed by the 





announcing the appreach of “ spe 


its object; tags, notices in the dail 


y papers and 


in motion picture theaters; preliminary prac- 
tice in pronunciation and enunciation; discus- 


sion of bad speech habi 


in English classes 





tone quality 





For “speech week” itself, school teachers 
may find it feasible to devote morning exercis« 


to talks by pupils on better speech, selecting 





those to speak who talk best There may be 
contests in pronunciation and enunciation, oral 
reading and story telling. 


Teachers may gain further information and 


material for use in their preparations by com 
municating with The National Council of 
Teachers of English, 506 W. 69th st., Chicago, 
Ill 

School teachers of greater New York have 
fifty separate organizations, each of which is 
represented in a council that meets once a month 
at the rooms of the city board of education. It 
serves to provide information and opinions from 
rincipals and teachers, 


by the board of edu- 


the teaching staff, both | 
upon questions submitted 
cation and the beard of superintendents and in- 


troduces recommendations concerning any of the 
problems affecting the welfare of the schools 


and the teaching staff in the greater city. 
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Many New Buildings 
Buffalo has embarked program of 
school building which plans to give that city 
fall and a new 
high schools as 
soon thereafter as they can be completed. This 
is the result of the long controversy waged there 
over a school building program. The work 
already decided upon will cost $8,143,736, and 
an additional million will be needed to furnish 


upon a 


three new structures by next 


school and four elementary 


the schools. 

That school authorities generally 
their best to keep abreast of the demands for 
new buildings seems apparent from reports of 
Her- 


are doing 


activities from many parts of the State. 
kimer, a city of less than 20,000, has just voted 
to appropriate $435,000 to erect two new build- 
ings and remodel a third. In the popular cam- 
paign to bring this about, the children of the 
schools took a leading part and it is declared 
that an essay contributed to one of the local 
papers by a pupil of the eighth grade won scores 
of votes for the proposition. 

Pearl River, in Rockland county, sanctioned 
a bond issue of $240,000 for a new school build- 
ing. The old structure has been condemned by 
the State Department as a fire trap. After the 
successful issue of the voting was known the 
inhabitants of Pearl River joined in a big 
parade and rousing demonstration in which the 
church and school bells and factory and fire 
whistles played a noisy part. 

Corning has accepted plans for a new $500,000 
high school and as soon as details of construc- 
tion are approved by the State Department, will 
begin work upon it. 

School district 3 in the town of Irondequoit, 
Monroe county, has just voted $80,000 for 
school improvements, and many supporters of 
the movement wanted to double the amount. 

The city of Schenectady is about to call for 
buildings, for which 
and Rochester is 


bids for three new 
$1,140,000 has been voted, 
rushing work on buildings under construction 
with an emergency appropriation of $500,000 
just made. 

Rockville Center is occupying a_ building 
which it claims to be the handsomest on Long 
Island, finished just in time to open for the new 
school year. It accommodates 1479 pupils of 
all grades, without any part-time registration. 

Lyons is preparing to replace with a $350,000 
structure, the old school burned during Christ- 
mas week of 1920, with the loss of the lives of 


two children. In addition to the sum raised by 
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the village, a gift of $20,000 has been made by 
a former resident. 

Yorkville is considering plans for a new 
school building that will cost in the neighbor- 
hood of $75,000. 

Delevan, Cattaraugus county, has nearly com- 
pleted a new building costing about $60,000, to 
replace one burned a few years ago. 
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Progress of Part-time Education 


Part-time or continuation schools have now 
been in operation under the Education Law of 
1919 for one year. This law, which affects all 
cities of 5000 or more inhabitants, resulted in 
the establishment of schools or classes in 102 
communities. During the first year the opera- 
tion of this program of educational work re- 
called to the public schools of the State approxi- 
mately 30,000 working boys and girls between 
the ages of 14 and 16. The vast majority of 
these young wage-earners had completed only 
the eighth grade or less in the public schools. 

The communities are recognizing the need of 
providing further educational opportunities for 
this large group of young people that is con- 
stantly leaving the full-time school to enter em- 
ployment. In evidence of this recognition many 
cities are providing full-time directors, super- 
visors and teachers and housing and equipment 
adequate to render real service. 

The operation of this program is carrying the 
public school into the life and activities of each 
community. It is reaching out and into the in- 
dustrial, commercial and home life as no other 
public education movement has previously done. 
The experiences of the past year have estab- 
lished relations between the home, the school 
and the business world that have resulted in 
mutual benefits. Provisions of the law that at 
first appeared to work hardships have been 
found when in practical operation to result in 
mutual benefits. Unquestionably this satisfac- 
tory condition is the result of the unflagging 
interest and endeavors of the local school people. 
The final acceptance of the complete program 
of part-time education will demand an increas- 
ing interest and the untiring efforts of the very 
best local educational leaders. 


—o—— 
Harriet E. Knapp, for the past two years as- 


sistant supervisor of drawing in White Plains, 
has been appointed state specialist in drawing. 


BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 23 


Historical Association Meeting at Lake George 


Of interest to many in educational work, 
especially to teachers of history, was the twenty- 
second annual meeting of the New York State 
Historical Association at Lake George, early 
this month, when a beautiful statue, representing 
an Indian drinking at a brook, was unveiled, as 
the chief feature of the session. The statue 
was the gift of the Hon. George D. Pratt, 
former conservation commissioner, and the pre- 
sentation was made by his brother, Dr Frederic 
B. Pratt, of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn. 

The opening sessions were conducted at the 
Fort William Henry Hotel and at the old Lake 
George battle ground, and the closing meeting 
was at Fort Ticonderoga, where the members 
again inspected what is declared to be one of 
the finest collection of mementoes of the early 
colonial wars and the Revolution in existence. 

Of many addresses that were remarkable for 
their excellence and informative value, four 
were particularly appreciated. Dr R. Bruce 
Taylor, president of Queens University, Kings- 
ton, Ont., spoke illuminatingly on “Our Cana- 
dian-American Relations”; Poultney Bigelow 
on “ Japan”; Peter Nelson of Albany on “ The 
Battle of Diamond Island”; and Dr Paul D. 
Evans of Syracuse on “ The Administration of 
Land Companies, with Special Reference to the 
Pulteney Estate,” this last discourse opening up 
the whole question of land grants in this part 
of the colonies. 





Indian Statue Recently Unveiled on Lake 
George Battleground 


Increased Registration at Normal Schools 


The registration in the state normal schools 
and at the State College for Teachers shows a 
very marked increase over the registration a 
year ago. The enrolment in the ten state normal 
schools as of September 1921 is 3247, an in- 
crease of 42 per cent over the registration of a 
year ago and an increase of approximately 67 
per cent over the registration of September 
1919, 

It will be recalled that during the war the 
registration in the state normal schools suffered 
very severely, the number in attendance drop- 
ping from approximately 3200 students to 1900. 
With the large increase in the normal school 
registration at the opening of the present school 
year, prewar registration figures have been 
reached. 


The registration at the State College for 
Teachers at the opening of the school year is 
approximately 700. The entering class is 250, 
which is one of the largest in the history of the 
college. 

This large registration in the professional 
schools for the training of teachers maintained 
by the State is most encouraging. It indicates 
an effort to secure the highest type of profes- 
sional training for the service in the schools. 
Moreover this follows immediately on the rec- 
ord-breaking attendance at summer sessions at 
the state normal schools which was made up 
largely of teachers in service. This large reg- 
istration in these professional schools gives as- 
surance of continuing reinforcements to the 
teaching staff which is the most fundamental 
essential in any educational program. 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Department of Education 


Lioyp L. Cueney, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools of 
the State and to individuals engaged in educational 
work, To others it will be mailed postpaid for 50 cents 
a year, 5 cents for single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Accepted for mailing at special rate 
of postage provided for in section 1103, act of October 
3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 
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The Teacher’s Job 


Less than two years ago those interested in 
education were greatly exercised over the short- 
age of teachers. Many schools were closed be- 
cause teachers were not qualified to fill them. 
Attendance at normal schools had decreased to 
an alarming extent and very few of the stu- 
dents in our colleges were looking toward 
teaching as a profession. The enactment in 
1920 of a law regulating teachers’ salaries and 
the further enactment of the teachers retire- 
ment law, along with the changed economic 
conditions, have, taken together, produced an 
entirely different outlook; and today the nor- 
mal schools and colleges for teachers are filled 
to overflowing, and among the regular college 
students are large numbers who are reported 
definitely to be looking toward teaching as a 
profession. The outlook now is that this con- 
dition will be a permanent one, for it is now 
rather generally recognized that the teacher is 
worthy of his hire and that this most im- 
portant of all professions, which heretofore 
has been the poorest paid, will henceforward 
offer financial inducements fairly comparable 
to those in any other calling. 

We have been accustomed to look upon the 
teacher’s lot as a hard and thankless one. But 
is it not time that we should begin to pay 
some attention to the real advantages that are 
enjoyed by the teacher? Usually the time 
actually spent in the schoolroom is about 5 
hours a day for 5 days in a week, or 25 hours 
a week, with a school year of from 38 to 40 
weeks, giving upwards of 12 weeks of vacation. 
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It is fairly safe to say that there is no other 
occupation in which the remuneration is com- 
parable with that received by the teacher under 
present conditions, offering advantages in the 
way of vacations that can at all compare with 
those offered to the teacher. It is true that 
there is a heavy drain upon the nervous energy 
of some teachers, but this is not necessarily 
the case. A teacher who is prepared for the 
work by natural aptitude and by training ought 
to find the occupation of teaching the most 
delightful occupation imaginable. Persons who 
find themselves worrying in the schoolroom 
ought to seek some other occupation for which 
they are better fitted and leave the field of 
to those work with 
The present prospect is that there 
will be enough such to fill the schools. The 
question of finding teachers enough will not be 
a serious one much longer; but we expect the 
from the 


teaching who can do the 


pleasure. 


question will be that of 
large number of applicants for teaching posi- 
tions those who are really fitted for the work. 
I think it is worth while for teachers to give 
careful consideration to these facts and to begin 
to realize that teaching is becoming a real pro- 
fession and those who are to continue in it 
must look upon it from the purely professional 
standpoint and must fit themselves to carry on 
the work on a scientific basis. This all means 
that the teacher of the future, and of the near 
future, must be professionally trained. The 
mere knowledge of the subject matter taught 


selecting 


will not be sufficient to insure success. The 
present broader outlook upon education which 
includes a view not only of grammar, geog- 
raphy, arithmetic and other subjects usually 


taught in schools, but which keeps in mind at 
the same time the physical well-being of the 
pupils, the establishment of correct habit of 
mind and body, creation of ideals, development 
of esthetic tastes, places upon the teacher a 
new and broader responsibility than ever be- 
fore. This responsibility can be met only by 
a thorough preparaticn for the work. 

This is the season when opportunities are 
abundantly offered for those actually engaged 
in the work to profit by attendance upon teach- 
ers associations of various kinds, such as the 


State Teachers Association, Academic Prin- 
cipals Conference and Regents Convocation. 


These opportunities should not be neglected by 
those who have or wish to cultivate the really 
professional spirit. 

Cuartes F. WHEELOCK 
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Evening Vocational Teacher- 
training Classes 

Five evening vocational teacher-training cen- 
ters are maintained each year in various parts 
of the State. The centers in Manhattan, Brook- 
lyn and Albany are under the immediate super- 
vision of the State Department of Education. 
The centers in Buffalo and Rochester are a 
regular part of the industrial teacher-training 
department of the state normal school at the 
former place. 

Two-year evening courses, 240 hours in 
length, are offered to a selected group of ma- 
ture men and women chosen from industry, 
technical fields, commercial occupations and the 
ficld of homemaking. In each case individuals 
are selected on the basis of extended occupa- 
tional experience, general education and special 
fitness for the teaching profession. There are 
in training at the present time 375 men and 
women representing approximately thirty dis- 
tinct occupations. 

These people with their mature occupational 
experiences are given work in courses that are 
entirely professional in character. The follow- 
ing subjects are offered in the two year pro- 
gram: 

Applied psychology 


_ 


2 Theory, principles and problems of voca- 
tional education 
3 Occupational analysis and organization of 


courses of study 

4 Methods of teaching vocational subjects 

5 Types of vocational education in New York 

6 Practice teaching and observation 

Many of the members of these classes have 
had a high school education and in a number of 
cases are college graduates. The intensive 
courses offered give them the necessary funda- 
mental training to enter intelligently upon the 
work of teaching. In the past these evening 
classes have been the source of a very large 
number of the successful vocational teachers of 
the State and, with the constant raising of 
standards in the selection of candidates and the 
character of class work, will continue to pre- 
pare men and women for effective teaching in 
the industrial, technical, part-time and evening 


classes. 


Pollak Foundation Prizes 


Prizes of $2000 for the best essays on some 
question connécted with economics will be 
awarded by the Francis D. Pollak Foundation 
for Economic Research. The first prize of 
$1000 is open to anyone anywhere, without re- 
striction. A second prize of $500 is open to 
undergraduates in colleges, universities or other 
institutions of college grade in the United 
States, and the third prize, a scholarship of 
$500, is open to high school pupils and pupils 
of any other schools of secondary grade in the 
United States. 

Essays must be mailed on or before Decem- 
ber 31, 1921 and may be written on any of the 
following topics: (1) “The Part that Money 
Plays in Economic Theory,” (2) “Causes of 
Unemployment and Theories,” (3) “ Conditions 
which Determine how much the Consumer Gets 
for his Dollar.” 

It is announced that the judges will be Wal- 
lace B. Donham, dean of the Harvard Graduate 
School of Business Administration; Irving 
Fisher, professor of economics, Yale Univer- 
sity; Wesley C. Mitchell, director, National 
Bureau of Economic Research. 

For further particulars, prospective contest- 
ants should write to Dr William T. Foster, Di- 
rector, Newton 58, Mass. 


—o—— 


Calendar of Educational 
Meetings 

University Convocation, Albany, October 20-21 

Council of Superintendents, Albany, October 
18-20 

Association of School Boards and Trustees, 
Albany, October 20-21 

Conference of teachers of art and industrial 
arts, Albany, October 21; Fredonia, Octo- 
ber 28 

State Teachers Association, Buffalo, Novem- 
ber 21-23 

Council of Elementary School Principals and 
Teachers, Buffalo, November 21-23 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De- 
cember 29-31 

National Society for Vocational Education, 
Kansas City, Mo., January 5-7 

National Council of Education, Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 26—March 4 

Department of Superintendence, Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 26-March 4 
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Evening Trade and Homemaking 
Classes 

Preliminary reports from many sections of 
the State indicate a very large enrolment in 
the evening trade, technical and homemaking 
classes. Unquestionably the present economic 
stress is forcing recognition that special trade 
and technical training has an immediate money 
value. The schools are in a position to render 
assistance to the adults of their communities by 
providing opportunities for advancement. 

Cities that have been 
organized short unit trade extension courses in 
Trade draw- 


most successful have 
some of the following subjects: 
ing for machinists, trade drawing for carpen- 
ters, plan reading and estimating for carpenters, 
shop mathematics for machinists, shop work 
supplementing daily employment, dressmaking 
and tailoring, millinery, homemaking including 
study of foods, clothing, household management, 
house planning and decoration and health. 

Local communities establishing such courses 
that meet the approval of the State Education 
Department are reimbursed from state funds 
to the extent of two-thirds of the salary of the 
first teacher employed and one-half of the salary 
of all others, not to exceed $1000 on account of 
any one teacher. 

The experiences in where 
classes have been organized have resulted in es- 
tablishing closer relationships between the adults 
of the community and the public schools. 


cities evening 


— 


School Boards Meet 

A special meeting of the Associated School 
Boards and Trustees will be held at the Ten 
Eyck Hotel in Albany at the time of the Uni- 
versity Convocation, October 20th and 21st. In 
addition to routine business to come before the 
association, the school board members will listen 
to an address by their president, W. L. Thomp- 
son of Troy, and will meet Dr Frank P. Graves, 
the new Commissioner of Education. Formal 
addresses will be delivered by Dr Frank B. Gil- 
bert, Deputy Commissioner of Education, Dr 
George A. Works of Cornell University, Sena- 
tor John B. Mullan of the Senate committee on 
education, and Assemblyman Eberly Hutchin- 
son of Fulton county. 
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Improvement of Rural 
Schools 


At the last meeting of the Board of Regents, 
on the recommendation of Dr Frank P. Graves, 
Commissioner of Education, action was taken 
looking toward a readjustment of the work in 
of rural schools. There is contemplated first a 
new emphasis on the curriculum in the rural 
schools through the preparation of a new sylla- 
of the 


schools more closely to the community interests. 


bus which will relate the work rural 
The new curriculum for these schools will make 
every possible use of the rich agricultural back- 
ground as a basis for much of the content ma- 
terial in different subjects of the course. 

As a further step in improving the work of 
the rural 
taken steps for the preparation of a special 
course of study for the professional training of 
teachers who are to enter upon rural school ser- 
This reorganization of the professional 
courses for rural school teachers, together with 


schools, Commissioner Graves has 


vice. 


the provision for a new elementary syllabus for 
the use of teachers in the rural schools, is epoch- 
making in the possibility which it presents for 
the development of this phase of the state edu- 
cational program. 

This redirected program for the development 
of courses of study and the special training of 
teachers for the rural schools points clearly to 
the early elimination of the present unsatisfac- 
tory forms of teachers’ certification. With the 
improvement of the rural schools that will fol- 
low rapidly on the statewide studies that are 
now under way, provision must be made for 
professionally trained teachers and efficient ser- 
vice to the community in the schools of this 
type. 


——o-—_ 


Corrective Health Work 


For the school year 1920-21, 130,951 
rections of physical defects among school chil- 
dren were reported to the state medical in- 
spector of schools. Two cities and one village 
are still to be heard from. During the same 
period of the preceding year 84,514 corrections 
were reported. This represents an increase of 
46,437, or nearly 55 per cent in corrective work 
in one year. During the past two years an 
increase of 96 per cent in corrective work has 
been made in the cities and villages in the State. 


cor- 
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Health Education in the Public 


Norma! schools in this State will increase 


their courses in health education and health 
training from two to three years next fall. In 
the rearrangement of the instruction and train- 
ing to be given to pupil teachers, 60 hours will 
be devoted each year to practical hygiene and 
sanitation. 

This announcement was made by Dr William 
A. Howe, medical inspector of schools, in an 
address at the meeting of the National Educa- 
tion Association in Des Moines, Iowa, in July. 
Doctor Howe gave a comprehensive review of 
the school health service in New York State. 
Speaking particularly of health education, Doc- 
tor Howe outlined plans for the future conduct 
of the work which will be of interest to all in 
school work who were not privileged to hear 
his Des Moines address. He said: 

“This phase of our school health service, 
the basic part of our whole program, is most 
inclusive in its scope and exerts the greatest de- 
te rmining influence on results to be accomplished. 

‘Many of us have appreciated for years that 
the solution of most of our problems of health 
and of sanitation is an educational problem. We 
have all felt the need of better trained teachers 
to do this work. We have realized fully that 
the teacher must be qualified to do the major 
part of the health work in the room in which 
she teaches. It has been equally as evident to 
us that pupils must be taught practical hygiene 
and sanitation and that such instruction must be 
of such a character as can be easily understood 
by children and easily utilized by them in the 
formation and development of good health 
habits. It is far better to teach less and to have 
it clearly understood and better applied to health 
achievements than to teach more that is poorly 
understood and poorly applied to the formation 
of health habits. 

“In New York State our normal schools will 
increase their courses from two to three years 
in the fall of 1922. In the rearrangement of the 
instruction and training to be given to pupil 
teachers, approximately 60 hours will be de- 
voted each year or nearly 180 hours in three 
years to practical hygiene and sanitation. The 
State will be insistent that matriculants to nor- 
mal schools and to the State College for Teach- 
ers shall be physically as well as mentally quali- 
fied to take up the work. Every student will be 
given practical demonstrations in school health 
service. Special efforts will be made to main- 
tain a high standard of health among our pupil 
teachers. They will be trained to preserve their 
own health and to safeguard that of the pupils 
coming under their care after graduation. Our 
ten normal schools are now doing more or less 
of this work. We hope and expect in a short 
time to have a department of health education 
and sanitation established and conducted in an 
efficient manner in all of our state institutions in 
which prospective teachers are trained. 


SCHOOLS 27 


Schools 


“A definite program has been adopted in our 
State for instruction of pupils in the public 
schools in health and in sanitation. In its ad- 
ministration it will be reduced to its simplest 
terms in subject matter taught and training re- 
quired. It will be made as interesting as possible 
to children and of such character as can be util- 
ized by them in the formation of good health 
habits. It will begin when the child first enters 
school and will continue through the high school. 
It will apply to every child in school. It will 
include daily health inspection of each pupil. It 
will be under the direction of the teacher. It 
will establish a physical rating for every child 
on admission to school and will give school 
credit for health improvement as well as for 
mental progress. Systematic attention will be 
given to the correction of defects found and 
special emphasis will be placed on the need of 
keeping well. Its purpose will be to keep every 
child well, physically and mentally. Every com- 
munity will be expected to do its best to con- 
tribute to the success of the program for better 
health of teachers and pupils and better sanitary 
conditions in schools. The teacher in charge 
will be held responsible for the success of the 
work in her room.” 

A practical syllabus in the simple essentials 
of hygiene and sanitation has been prepared for 
the first six grades in the public schools. It 
is expected that the syllabus for the upper six 
grades will be completed during the next year. 





Amsterdam 


School Health Service Staff, 
Public Schools 
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Superintendents Council 


A feature of the annual meeting of the New 
York State Superintendents Council in Albany, 
October 18-20, will be an dinner at 
Hotel Ten Eyck the night of the 18th to Dr 
Graves, new Edu- 
A new departure that will mark the 
part of 


informal 
Frank P. Commissioner of 
cation. 
the entire convention 
It is hoped to make every 
and the 


is an absence in 
formal program. 


session a round-table conference, an- 
nouncement of the meeting says, “ The crystal- 
ized thought of six men for 5 minutes each is 
that of man for 30 


down on the 


valuable than one 


You are 


more 
minutes. 
You may not see your name printed, but you 


program. 


are down to take part just the same.” 
The sessions on Tuesday afternoon, Wednes- 
and 
School, 


Thursday 
morning will be in the Library State 
Education Building; Tuesday night in the Ten 
Wednesday Chancellor's 


day morning and afternoon 


Eyck and night in 


Hall. 
Commissioner 

heads of divisions of the State Department may 

involve the work 


Graves has arranged that 
take part in discussions that 
of their various branches. 
Doctor Graves will be presented to the super- 
at the opening session Tuesday and 
at the dinner that evening. There 
Deputy Com 
The topic will 


intendents 
will speak 
follow a discussion, led by 
missioner Frank B. Gilbert 
be “ Legislation.” 

On Wednesday evening, Dr George M. 
Wiley, Assistant Commissioner for Elementary 
Education, will speak on “ Professional Train- 
ing as a Basis for a State Program of Teacher 
Certification,” and Dr L. Emmett Holt of New 
York City “ Health 
Education.” 


will 


will give an address on 


forenoon there will be a round- 


“Tests and Measurements,” 


Thursday 
table discussion on 
led by Dr J. Cayce Morrison of the State De- 
partment, and it will be decided at that session 
whether to continue through the afternoon or 


adjourn 


The Board of Regents designated Regent 
Walter Guest Kellogg and Dr John M. Clarke, 
Director of the State Museum, as representa- 
tives at the inauguration of Dr Livingston Far- 
rand as president of Cornell University on 


October 20th. 
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Niagara Falls Bibliography 
The State Library is about to begin distribu- 
tion of two handsomely prepared volumes, 
“Anthology 


Falls,” by Charles Mason Dow, a former com- 


and Bibliography of Niagara 


missioner of the state reservation at Niagara 
The work has been printed by the State 
and is to be disposed of under directions of the 


live thousand sets have been printed. Of 


these, 2000 are to go to members of the Legis- 
lature for free distribution. The remaining 
3000 sets will be distributed as follows: 

To all registered libraries, not including 
branches of city libraries unless special re- 


quest is made by the central library. 
To all high school 
| 


evening schools. 


libraries, except those in 


To the libraries of all state normal schools. 


universities 


State of 


To libraries of colleges and 


hartered by the University of the 


York. 


To the libraries of all institutions now on 


the State Library mailing list to receive histor- 


ical publications, except local historical so- 


cieties, to which sendings have been made by 


ibrarian. 








To all others, especially individuals, the 
s will be sold for $2.50, payment in 

vance 

The anthology begins with the periods of 


French and English discovery and is especially 
full and interesting in its liberal excerpts from 
those 
fre- 


he journals of these pioneers and of 
and 
after the American 
through the 


of the Falls, 


travelers who became so numerous, 


voluminous, 
Then 


quently so 

Revolution passing on 

flora, the fauna, the geology, etc., 
t! 


moré ian one hundred pages on the 


with 
latest and most unattractive industrial exploita- 
music, peetry, 


The 


selected with judgment 


tion, we come to chapters on 


fiction, maps, pictures, guidebooks ete. 


liberal quotations are 
and brief notes are made as to the personality 


At the end of the second volume 


of authors 
all authors, articles, 


is an alphabetical list of 
t There are more 


cited throughout. 
reproductions of 
The whole 


poems ¢ 


than forty full-page early 
and notable prints, and four maps. 
forms a reading and reference set that is sure 


to have a wide appeal. 
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Tests in Latin 

\ questionnaire sent to the heads of Latin 
departments in cities and villages employing a 
superintendent of schools respecting time-lim- 
ited tests as a part of the examination set in 
Latin, first two years, indicates a very large 
majority favoring (1) the retention of these tests 
and (2) a definite time limit for them. In har- 
mony with these returns from the schools and 
the expressed wishes of a large majority of the 
teachers of Latin, these tests will be continued 
as an integral part of the examination in Latin, 
first two years, and the time allotment for writ- 
ing these tests will be 12 minutes as heretofore 

The questionnaire further sought to ascertain 
the judgment of the teachers with respect to a 
continuation of the present allotment of Latin 
prose composition in connection with the papers 
in Latin 2, 3 and 4. In Latin 2 and in Latin 3, 
more than nine-tenths of the teachers expressed 
a desire that no change should be made, and in 
Latin 4 a majority of the teachers suggested 
that no change should be made. 

It may be further noted that in accordance 
vith the expressed wishes of many teachers of 
Latin, it has been determined to omit passages 
from Hannibal in the selections set for transla- 
tion in the Latin 2 paper. This decision will 
leave the schools free to read other selections in 
lieu of Hannibal or to devote additional time to 


1 
} 


her features of the work laid down in the 


I}a} 
syllabus. 


Examination Questions on Birds 

In response to requests for a definite list of 
birds on which classes in biologic science will 
be examined, the following has been prepared 


1 


bluebird, cathird, chickadee, crow, flicker, gold- 
finch, herring gull, Baltimore oriole, screech 
owl, phoebe, robin, English sparrow, song 
sparrow, barn swallow, yellow warbler, downy 
W vodpec ker. 

The list was prepared by Prof. E. Howard 
Eaton, author of the Birds of New York. The 
fact that two or three of these birds are not 
found in a particular section need cause no 
anxiety to teachers and pupils, since descrip- 
tions of not more than five in a list of seven or 
eight will be called for on any examination 

Although classes are of course at liberty to 
observe a larger number, no questions will b 
asked on the examination papers in regard to 
descriptions of birds other than those given on 


the list : oe - 
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Immigrant Education 

Under the provisions of the amended Educa- 
tion Law the full responsibility for the organ- 
ization of day, evening, home or factory classes 
in immigrant education rests with the local 
school authorities. In order to encourage local 
communities to undertake this desirable and 
necessary form of education, special state aid 
is provided for teachers employed for this type 
of work The state aid amounts to one-half 
of the salary paid each teacher, with a maxi- 
mum allotment of $1000 on account of the 
salary of any one teacher \ pro rata appor- 
tionment will be made for teachers employed 
for less than full time. For example, a teacher 
employed for 90 evenings would be entitled to 
a maximum quota of $250 or one-fourth of 
$1000. One evening of teaching is considered 
the equivalent of one-half day. Ninety nights 
would give the teacher the equivalent of 45 
days of teaching, or one-fourth of a school 
year. The maximum apportionment, therefore, 
on account of the employment of such teacher 
would be $250. These quotas will be appor- 
ioned to the local communities with the regular 
school allotments. 

During the past three years the State Depart- 
ment of Education has been granted large ap- 
propriations to be used in employing teachers 
and supervisors of immigrant education. Many 
teachers and supervisors were employed and 
paid by the State and assigned to local com- 
munities to assist in this type of work. This 
year no appropriation is made for this pur- 
pose; it will be therefore impossible for the 
State to employ and pay directly any teachers 
engaged in immigrant education 

The Department has a small staff of experts 
who are ready and willing to assist the local 
communities in organizing classes These 
specialists are in a position to render valuable 
service in making local surveys, developing 
courses of study, grading of classes, assisting 
in the selection of texts and illustrative ma- 


terial and the supervision of classes. Super- 


intendents desiring the services of the members 
of this staff should send their requests to the 
Division of Vocational and Extension Educa- 
tion 

\n appropriation was made for the purpose 
of training teachers and supervisors of immi- 
grant education. Extension courses will be 
offered in-all of the principal centers in the 
State during the coming year 
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Notes from the Field 


A school meeting of the combined districts 
of Bedford Hills, Sucabone and Bedford Center 
took place on September 30th to elect a joint 
board of education. The districts combined in 
order to have a high school at Bedford Hills. 


Taxpayers of the school district of Islip have 
authorized the board of education to obtain op- 
tions on land as a site for a new school, to 
house all the grades and the high school. 


During the month of September, school chil- 
dren of Schenectady deposited $2267.64 in the 
school savings banks of that city. 

A “thought survey” taken in the White 
Plains High School is a device used by the 
Chamber of Commerce there to find out how 
much the boys and girls are thinking of their 
own future and preparation for it, and to what 
extent their minds are occupied with civic prob- 
lems. From about 150 replies to question- 
naires, it appeared that a large majority planned 
to have a college education, to settle in White 
Plains thereafter and, if suggestions for various 
civic betterments may indicate, to take an active 
hand in village affairs. 


Every child that enters Public School 64, on 
New York's east side, is tested physically and 
psychologically, and assigned to one of eight 
types of classes that have been formed in the 
school. Children especially gifted are enabled 
to complete the eight-year course in six years, 
and attention is also paid especially to the men- 
tally backward. 


Saturday, October Ist, was observed as a 
memorial day by Kingston High School, for 
two high school boys, Aubrey Ernst and John 
Joyce, who died fighting on the Hindenburg line, 
September 29, 1918. 





Pleasantville, Westchester county, has just 
laid the corner stone for a handsome new school- 
house, which, according to documents deposited 
therein, is to be the first step in a newly organ- 
ized school system for that place. 


The district school at Brighton, Monroe 
county, won prizes totaling $56.60, more than 
any other school in the county, at the recent 
exposition at Rochester. 


Miss Kate J. Martin, vice principal of the 
Cohoes High School and for 45 years a teacher 
in the schools of Cohoes, died October 3d at her 
home in Waterford. 


More than 40 per cent of the children of 
school age in the city of Oneonta have opened 
accounts in the school savings banks opened at 
the beginning of the present school year. The 
high school and every grade school joined in 
the movement, and 956 accounts were opened 
the first day. 


The schools of the fifth supervisory district 
of Otsego county, which were winners at the 
State Fair in the competition for the best ex- 
hibit from supervisory districts, established a 
record of three triumphs in this annual event 
by their success this year. Ninety per cent of 
the material exhibited came from one-room 
rural schools. 


Malone has engaged a school nurse. Miss 
Gladys L. Herrick, for two years nurse in the 
schools of Chateaugay village, will look after 
the general health of the children and sanita- 
tion in the schools. 


Community meetings will be held in seven 
public schools of Utica this winter, with the 
direct cooperation of the board of education. 
A feature of the season will be a course in phys- 
ical education for young people more than 16 
years old, under the supervision of H. H. Bux- 
ton, supervisor of physical education in the city 
schools. 

Patchogue has employed a school dentist. Dr 
Milton Sloate, a recent graduate of the New 
York College of Dental and Oral Surgery, 
has undertaken to examine the teeth of all the 
pupils in the schools beginning with those in the 
high school. He will do all work found neces- 
sary if the parents of the children are unable 
to have it done by private dentists. 





Royal B. Farnum, formerly specialist in draw- 
ing in this State and last year president of 
Mechanics Institute of Rochester, this fall be- 
came principal of the Massachusetts Normal 
School. 

A. K. Getman, specialist in agricultural edu- 
cation, is this fall taking a special course in 
Harvard University. 
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Extension courses, for the completion of each 
of which two hours’ extra credit toward degrees 
will be granted, have been opened at State Col- 
lege for Teachers in Albany. The new work 
covers fifteen double periods on Saturday morn- 
ings, or may be taken by candidates for either 
bachellor’s or master’s degrees. 

The little old red schoolhouse has come into 
its own again in Syracuse, at least temporarily. 
Two years ago a building erected in 1869 was 
closed for school purposes and _ supposedly 
abandoned, but the rush of children to the 
schools this fall has forced the city to reopen 
the little old building, which cost only $1000. 
The fifth, sixth and seventh grades are now 
housed there until adequate quarters can be 
prepared. 


School authorities in Fairport have been so 
pleased with the beneficial effects from serving 
milk to the children of the first five grades, a 
project tried out last year, that they have de- 
cided to include the sixth grade in the distribu- 
tion this year. 


Leaders of the Presbyterian Church in New 
York City have decided to ask the Supreme 
Court of the United States to rule as to whether 
the Bible can be excluded legally from the public 
schools. The state of Washington, which ex- 
cludes the Bible, will provide the basis for the 


action. 


A pageant, “America in the Making,” was a 
feature of the opening of a new public school 
in Coney Island on October 2d. Former Gov- 
ernor Alfred E. Smith acted as the presiding 
officer and many city dignitaries were present. 
This school, Public School 80, is the fourth 
largest in greater New York, and nearly all of 


its more than 4000 pupils come from homes of 
foreign-born parents. 


~ 


Fourteen hundred public school teachers of 
Rochester forsook the cares of the schoolroom 
and made merry at Ontario Beach Park Satur- 
day, October Ist. The program announced the 
event as the annual “ falling out” of the teach- 


ing corps. 


A dental hygienist, Miss Esther Fisher of 
Rochester, has been added to the staff of the 
schdols in Solvay, to assist the school dentist. 
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Miss Gudrun Moe, who was graduated from 
the New York State Library School in June 
1921, has become librarian of the Elmira Free 
Academy for the present school year during the 
absence on leave of Mrs Mabel L. Loomis who 
is spending the year in study. 


Olean has an open-air school, constructed by 
the Olean Anti-Tuberculosis Association and 
adjacent to the high school, in which thirty 
pupils have registered. The association pro- 
vides the quarters and the city the teacher, Miss 
Jessie Wellover, who has had several years’ ex- 
perience in her particular line, in the state of 
Montana. 





A plaque of Dante, by Prof. F. E. Triebel, 
said to be one of two of the last American 
sculptors to possess the award of merit of the 
Roman Academy, was presented to the Pough- 
keepsie High School by leading Italians of that 
city on Columbus Day. 





In preparation for “open school week,” ob- 
served in the schools of New York City Octo- 
ber 10-15, nearly 600 separate programs were 
submitted to the superintendent of schools. 
During that week the parents were invited to 
the schools and efforts made to arouse a personal 
interest on their part in the work of their chil- 
dren and the aims of the schools. 


Leading citizens of the town of Poughkeepsie 
are working out plans for a new high school to 
take care of the pupils from several villages 
contiguous to the city who can not be accom- 
modated in the city schools. 





Dr Helena B. Pierson has been appointed to 
take charge of the instruction in hygiene in the 
State Normal School at Plattsburg. She is a 
graduate of the State College for Teachers in 
Albany, has taken one year in the North- 
western University and is a graduate in medi- 
cine. She has had many years of practical 
experience in various phases of health work. 
For one year she taught in the Geneseo Nor- 
mal School and nine years in other schools in 
this State. 
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